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The firm's Aviation practice is 
known for providing creative, 
solution-focused and clear-cut 
advice and representation to local 
and international airlines, operators, 
regulators and key players in the 
aviation sector on commercial 
transact ions and in aviat ion 
litigation and claims.

T h e  Av i a t i o n  t e a m ' s  m a n y 
successes include representing 
M i lestone  Av iat ion ,  Br i s tow 
Helicopters, CIT Finance LLC, LCIH 
Hobart Seven Limited, Wells Fargo 
a n d  o t h e r  c l i e n t s  o n  t h e 
registrat ion,  de-registrat ion, 
acquisition, leases - both wet and 
dry -, of aircraft and the registration 
of security interests in aircraft.  Our 
successes in aviation disputes 
include representing Virgin Atlantic 
Airways in a labour dispute at the 
National Industrial Court and 
advised as well as represented 

Our clients include local and 
international airlines, aircraft and 
helicopter operators, and leasing 
companies and financiers.  We offer 
expert advice on the acquisitions of 
aircraft, helicopters and equipment, 
leasing, financing and security 
arrangements, registration and de-
registration of aircraft, engine 
s w a p s ,  r e l a t e d - i s s u e s  a n d 
representations of airlines and 
aircraft operators in relation to 
litigation and claims, regulatory and 
administrative law issues.  Our 
aviation team also routinely advises 
on regulatory compliance, liability 
and commercial matters.

Virgin Atlantic Airways at a hearing 
by a Select Committee of the House 
of Representatives on Aviation and 
Labour.  The team also defended 
South African Airways in a claim 
arising from cargo and passenger 
liability; represented Air Atlanta in 
claims against a Nigerian Airline for 
recovery of over US$9 million debt 
arising from aircraft wet lease 
a g re e m e n t s ,  a n d  d e f e n d e d 
McDonnel Douglas Corporation in a 
suit for negligence and claims for 
compensation arising from an air 
accident in Saudi Arabia.

On pane ls  and  commit tees ' 
representations, we successfully 
defended British Airways in an 
Appeal Panel set up by the Nigerian 
Civil Aviation Authority regarding 
the sanctions imposed on British 
Airways for alleged collusion, unfair, 
deceptive and/or unfair methods of 
competition by British Airways and 
Virgin Atlantic Airways.

To further establish our firm as an 
industry leader in the aviation 
sector,  we  are  st rateg ica l ly 
increasing our focus on emerging 
issues on airlines alliances and joint 
ventures, competition and antitrust 
law, as well as representing clients 
on committees involved in the 
formulation of legislative policies 
for the aviation industry.











COMPETITION 

“... HIGHLY PROFESSIONAL AND 
KNOWLEDGEABLE. THEY DESCRIBE 

COMPLEX LEGAL ISSUES IN A SIMPLE 
WAY, ENSURING THEIR CLIENTS 

ARE CARRIED THROUGH.

Legal 500

· merger control,

 

· anti-competitive agreements, 

· abuse of a dominant position,

· dawn raids and 

The competition team advises on 
various aspects of competition law 
including:

· price fixing,

· cartel conduct. 

We are in frequent direct contact 
with the Federal Competition and 
Consumer Protection Commission 
( F C C P C ) ,  N i g e r i a ' s  a p e x 
competition regulator. We also 
assist our clients to obtain approvals 
(including negative clearance) of 
the FCCPC and routinely engage in 
a n t i - t r u s t  a n d  p r e - m e r g e r 
consultations. We also advise on 
sector-specific competition issues 
such as the requirement to obtain 
multiple clearances depending on 
the target industry; and act as liaison 

  

Our competition team expertly 
navigates the rapidly evolving 
Nigerian competition landscape to 
achieve our c l ients '  goals  in 
a d d r e s s i n g  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f 
competition risk. Clients around the 
world regularly request advice from 
our competition specialists.  The 
firm's competition practice is known 
for providing clear advice which 
makes it possible for our clients to 
structure complex cross-border and 
local transactions that comply with 
the Nigerian competition law 
regime.

The competition team provides 
advice to a wide range of clients 
operating within various sectors of 
the Nigerian economy including 
financial services, oil and gas 
(upstream and downstream), health 
management, engineering services, 
r e a l  e s t a t e  a n d  p r o p e r t y 
development, power and energy, 
food and beverage, capital markets, 
insurance, pensions, aviation, 
m a n u fa c t u r i n g ,  fa s t - m ov i n g 
consumer goods, health and fitness, 
data services, telecommunications, 
training services and security 
services.

We advise on the competition, 
monopoly and regulatory aspects of 
mergers, acquisitions, joint ventures 
and corporate restructurings. 
Where there is a risk of violation, we 
have the capacity to provide advice 
on leniency regimes, remedies and 
mitigating factors applicable to 
penalties.

between international and foreign 
clients and regulators such as the 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P e t r o l e u m 
Resources, the Central Bank of 
N i g e r i a ,  t h e  N i g e r i a n 
Communications Commission, the 
S e c u r i t i e s  a n d  E x c h a n g e 
Commission, the Nigerian Civil 
Aviation Authority, the National 
Pension Commission, and the 
National Insurance Commission. 

Our clients include a wide range of 
local and international market 
leaders.
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With a clientele that cuts across 
business owners, entrepreneurs, 
large corporations, foundations, 
Intellectual Property rights 
aggregators, trust companies, 
r e s e a r c h  c o m p a n i e s , 
pharmaceutical companies, and 
media  and enter ta inment 
companies, the Intellectual 
Property team is adept at 
identifying and advising on the 
IP aspects of corporate and 
commercial transactions such as 
mergers and acquis i t ions , 
syndication, l icensing, and 
private equity transactions.

The firm has a robust Intellectual 
Property practice group, with 
years of experience gained from 
providing a full complement of 
services to clients across various 
sectors.  The group is result-
oriented and regularly advises 
on registration of trademarks, 
patents, and designs, as well as 
providing copyright advisory in 
o r d e r  t o  m a x i m i s e  t h e 
commercial benefits of our 
clients' IP rights.

The Intellectual Property team is 
reputed for its record in the 
enforcement of IP rights in 
Nigeria, as it is currently involved 
in some of the most significant 
and delicate IP rights cases in 
courts.  The team has advised on  
a multi-million-dollar patent 

As  a  member  firm of  the 
Inte l lectua l  Property  Law 
Association of Nigeria, the firm is 
heavily involved in the efforts to 
modernise and update Nigeria's 
Intellectual Property legislation 
to reflect global trends and best 
practices.  We are also members 
of the International Trademark 
A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  t h e 
Pharmaceutical Trade Group 
PTMG. 

infringement case involving the 
two largest switching companies 
in Nigeria over the patent 
util ised in deploying ATMs 
across the country.  The team is 
a l so  represent ing  one  o f 
Nigeria's foremost actors in an 
action to enforce his image 
rights against a large pan-
African online media company, 
just as the team is defending a 
foremost brewery in a multi-
m i l l i o n - d o l l a r  c o p y r i g h t 
infringement case. The group 
a lso recent ly  successfu l ly 
defended one of Nigeria's 
f o r e m o s t  m o b i l e  p h o n e 
operators in a multi-million-
dollar copyright infringement 
claim.
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Lolade Ososami
lolade.ososami@uubo.org

“...AN IMPRESSIVE RANGE OF EXPERTISE...."

We currently represent a company 
listed on the Australian Stock 
Exchange (ASX:KFE) with significant 
interest in an iron ore concession in 
Nigeria.  Located in Kogi State of 
Nigeria, our client is a holder of 
seventeen exploration licenses and 
the operator of the Agbaja Cast Steel 
project which has an indicative 
mineral reserve of approximately 
466million tonnes.  With the help of 
our team our client has successfully 
concluded the exploratory stages of 
the Agbaja project and is set to 
commence the development stage.  

The Nigerian mining sector is one of 
the emerging markets in the western 
region of the Sub-Sahara.  Our 
mining team's experience dates back 
to 1996 when we advised on the 
development of a gold mine in 
Iperindo-Ijesha, Osun State situated 
in the south western region of 
Nigeria.  The project, which was the 
first of many, has evolved into a 
flagship project with an indicative 
reserve of approximately 4million 
metric tonnes of high-grade gold.   

Our team consists of experts who are 
able to navigate the evolving 
regulatory and legal framework that 
govern the Nigerian mining industry, 

bringing to bear our expertise in 
power, finance, tax and policy 
advocacy.  Members of our firm were 
part of a committee of legal experts 
e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  F e d e r a l 
Government of Nigeria to review the 
National Policy on Solid Minerals 
Development.  
In addition to providing advisory 
support to our clients in this sector, as 
thought leaders in the sector we 
contribute to resources such as the 
Mining in Africa Legal Database, an 
online product, designed to help 
investors, financiers and developers 
evaluate African mining projects.
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Leading Firm
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